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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805

Email: clerk(@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 10" November 2022 at 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs N Webster, | Roberts, N Pitel, P Hood, S Tomkins, K
Vizor-Beard, C Brian, B Kelly, Clerk — Helen Dunn,

1.

To note apologies for absence
County ClIr S Williams

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
None

Public 10 minutes
None

To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 13" October 2022
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

Chairs announcements
None

Report from County Councillor

A report had been circulated with information on booking for recycling centres; Cost
of living support; Levelling up Together grant; Cycle barrier to be installed in London
Rd, Gloucester; Waste Wizard app launched to help with what can and can’t be
recycled; GCC dismay at Stagecoach decision to cancel buses; New electric charge
points at Quayside car park; National fostering film launched.

Report from District Councillor
No report

Report from Officer of the Council

Clerk to look into setting up Twitter account as this works well with the police sending
out information

All grant applications have now sent in their constitutions. The school have said they
no longer need the grant awarded as they secured a grant for their whole amount
through another source.

No response has been received from Stroud Enforcement, other than that they would
reply by the end of this week. Despite chasing for the response as they had stated
they would have responded by October 24",
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9. To receive updates regarding BT phone box on Main Road and resolve actions
and expenditure
The costs to remove the BT box came in at £1050. It was also noted that information
on the phone box has gone in the WaRbler so every household has an opportunity to
respond. A brief discussion was had amongst Clirs on the current situation and the
responses to date. Decision to be made at the December meeting.

10. Planning and Environment
e Applications
e Permissions
o S.22/1962/TPO Combe Side The Plain Whiteshill
G1 - 1x English Elm - Fell. 1x English Elm - Fell. 1x Wych EIlm - Fell. 1x
Ash - Fell. Owner proposes to replace with shrubs to maintain screen
from highway and reduce road noise
o S.22/2023/VAR Kiama, The Close, Ruscombe
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of S.20/1860/HHOLD
(Construction of two-storey extension and conservatory). Variation
consists of addition of new porch to conservatory
e Refusals
o S.22/1845/HHOLD 3 Hillside Bell Pitch Whiteshill
Proposed external stair & associated alterations
e Withdrawn
o S.22/1969/HHOLD Spring Cottage Main Road Whiteshill
Erection of a two-storey side extension, new roofs to existing single storey
extensions, porch, garden room/cycle storage with ancillary works and
new landscaping | Spring Cottage Main Road Whiteshill

11. To review the following polices ensuring they are fit for purpose,

e The recent passing of Her Majesty the Queen and future policies surrounding
death of Royal figures
Clirs resolved this was fit for purpose, noting the updates.

e Grant funding application process
Clerk had updated the policy based on comments from the previous meeting.
After discussion it was suggested that a more robust policy is required with a
hierarchy scoring system that benefits the community and that this should be
looked at by a small working party. It was raised that smaller groups should not
be overlooked by this scoring system just because they have a small number of
parishioners as opposed to larger groups with more members; and to note what
the aims are of WRPC giving out donations. It was resolved that Clirs N Pitel, C
Brian and N Webster to get together to go through this.

12. Events report

e Santa’s Grotto event on target for 11" December.

e To receive/resolve quotes for new / repaired poles for the new marquee - Clir N
Webster
Defer to next meeting

e To receive updates on the Christmas Tree and resolve any actions / expenditure
e.g. new lights
Clirs B Kelly and N Webster to source the tree and purchase to put up week
commencing 5" December. A discussion on lights for the tree was also had and
purchasing of battery outdoor lights. A parishioner has also offered to connect
electric lights to the tree from the shop, but this would need to be ensured that
there are no health and safety issues. It was resolved for a budget of £50 to be
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spent on lights, that would be preferential to be battery operated ones suitable for
outdoor use. Clerk to do a risk assessment

13. Playing field

e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
A quote had been received for flailing the playing field hedges and car park bank.
After a brief discussion of where to flail it was resolved that a Clir would meet the
contractor on site so as to ensure areas where there are dens made by children
are not cut back to harshly. It was also noted that the date for the works would be
required with enough notice to ensure that the Council can put information out on
cars not to park in front of the bank on the car park so it can be cut.

e To receive updates on obtaining information for bike ramp quotes, designs and
maintenance and resolve actions and expenditure for this.

A date for the contractors to visit the site is on Monday 5" December. Clerk and
Clirs R Charley and N Webster to meet with them.

e To resolve costs and designs of new signage at the ramps
A couple of the users have designed a new sign for the ramps. A few minor
changes were suggested and this will be shown to the contractors when visiting.
Once approved, Clir K Vizor-Beard has been in conversation with a parishioner
who has offered to do the lectern sign free of charge.

e To receive monthly review on covering village maintenance jobs
It is possible that the Council will need to consider a new contractor for the
coming year and also remainder of this year. Clerk has been contacting
companies and waiting responses.

e To receive updates on reporting recent damage / fly tipping to trees and
vegetation on the playing field behind The Star Inn and discuss actions and any
expenditure
The Neighbourhood Warden suggested that if there isn’t any evidence of the
actual person doing the fly tipping, then the Council to write to the person
suspected to ask them to remove it. It was noted that a parishioner had seen this
occur, therefore there is a witness — Clerk to ask if this would help the
Neighbourhood Warden intervene. Clir K Vizor-Beard to investigate the dumpy
bags to ascertain what is actually in them and send photos to the Clerk before the
Clerk sends a letter.

e To receive updates on an Orchard tree pruning session in November and resolve
actions and expenditure.

It was resolved to go ahead with the tree pruning session on Sunday 27"
November with Clirs able to attend and the Clerk will advertise the session again.

14. Highways and Footpaths
e To receive any report and resolve actions
o To note Footpath report from the working group
Received and noted

e To note recent deposition notices gone up regarding land access, resolve any
comments.
Noted

e Toreceive a report on ANPR meeting.
Report circulated. Clerk continues to meet monthly with the police and the trial
with the letters continue. Clerk reports the top 10 speeding vehicles each week
and these are sent to the police to send letters. The police have also been out in
the parish a couple of times recently and it has been reported that on one visit 5
vehicles were caught speeding.
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e To consider applying for community speed funding from GCC
The second round of this funding is now open and Clirs considered applying and
resolved to apply for a Vehicle Activated Speed sign which can be used around
the parish to remind vehicles of their speed and to slow down. Clerk to apply

15. To authorise expenditure for 3 benches in the parish
A small sample of benches had been circulated. Clirs resolved not to replace the
ones on the Village Green but to tighten the one up to make it more secure. It was
resolved to purchase a recycled plastic bench for the area by Lower Street.

16. To authorise budget and designs for the bus shelter by the church
Clir K Vizor-Beard showed a proposed design which would be beneficial for those
with autism and other disabilities in the parish. It was a bright patterned design with
shapes that will be made with different textures. Clir K Vizor-Beard suggested going
out for grants for this, however Clerk suggested that there was sufficient funds in the
Parish Council projects budget that would cover this. Clir K Vizor-Beard to put
together costs for this to be done in the Spring.

17. To resolve to invite volunteers to join the December meeting for refreshments
afterwards to thank for their works.
Clerk to invite volunteers who have helped with Parish Council community activities.

18. To note laying of the poppy wreath for Remembrance day.
Clirs will lay the wreath tomorrow at 11am at the War Memorial.

19. Finance and formal notices
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of
Competence
e Report on current financial position
This had been circulated and noted at the meeting
e To note the updated payscales from NALC / SLCC
Revised payscales were noted and back pay resolved below.
e The following payments were approved in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary (including back pay from April), £ 1389.27
tax and pension

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage), £ 50.50

The Little Printing Company | WaRbler £ 395.00

Glasdon Litter bin £ 252.18

GAPTC Clir N Pitel training £ 25.00

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Rent for Village Hall hire (Grant) £ 50.00

Book Club

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Grant for repairs to flat roof £ 250.00

Village Hall

Whiteshill Girl Guides Grant for new tables £ 307.76

Rusty Chords Choir Grant for professional coach £ 250.00

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Grant for new laptop £ 125.00

Village Shop

Ruscombe Chapel and Grant for toilet heaters £ 600.00

school rooms

2 Villages, 1 Festival Grant for festival activities £ 100.00

L James Poster printing for Santa Grotto event £ 35.98

20. Next meeting dates
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e Thursday 24" November Planning Meeting 7.30pm
e Thursday 8" December Full Council Meeting 7.00pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm
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