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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 13th October 2022 at 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 
Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs N Webster, I Roberts, N Pitel, P Hood, C Brian, Clerk – 
Helen Dunn, 4 x parishioners, County Cllr S Williams, District Cllr J Edmunds  
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllrs S Tomkins, B Kelly, K Vizor-Beard 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
Cllr N Webster – pecuniary interest – planning application S.22/1969/HHOLD 
Cllr C Brian – personal interest – Ruscombe Chapel grant application 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 

• One member spoke on behalf of their grant application for book club 

• One member spoke on offering his services for tree pruning and holding an event 
in the orchard. 

• Two members spoke on their view of removing the phone box on Main Road. 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 11th August and 8th 
September 2022 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcements 
None  
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
County Cllr report had been circulated and included information on Brook Academy 
has now opened; increased financial support for Ukrainian guests and hosts; funding 
to tackle childhood obesity; new mental wellbeing service for Gloucestershire; GCC 
set to apply for new powers to improve road safety; re-using and recycling old clothes 
for Greener Gloucestershire 
  

7. Report from District Councillor 
District Cllr report received this evening and will be circulated. Information included 
Play area development action plans; SDC wellbeing action plan; reports from various 
committees. 
Cllr J Edmunds also spoke about a grant fund for Rural Prosperity which Parish 
Councils should be able to apply for, information will come later; cost of living crisis is 
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being looked at and how this can be supported with more food banks being used 
than in previous years. 

8. Report from Officer of the Council 

• Cainscross PC are borrowing some of the Santa’s grotto materials as they are 
going to be holding their own event.  

• The Queen’s death and the procedures around this will be discussed at the next 
meeting and ensuring future policies are in place for Royal deaths. 

• £150 has been received as a donation from the pop up pub at the party in the 
playing field, to go toward future events 

• The football club has now booked in their matches for the season and dates are 
on the website.  

• Cllrs wish to have a Whatsapp group for urgent messages between them such as 
responding to an e-mail that needs a response – this will be picked up quicker 
than e-mails. Clerk to set up and advised this still comes under data protection 
and is open for Freedom of Information requests too.  

• The complaint to the planning department had been submitted and the response 
is due from them 24th October 

• SDC are holding a cycle / walking talk in November – Cllr R Charley may attend 
 

9. To consider options for the future of the BT phone box on Main Road and 
resolve actions  
Information had been sent out via e-mail and facebook to gather views on the usage 
of the phone box on Main Road or whether to remove it altogether. Mixed views had 
been received. Discussion amongst Cllrs felt that the cost of removing the phone box 
needs to be considered before making a decision, and also for an article to go in the 
WaRbler so as it reaches every household. Some Cllrs felt there could be a use for it 
but not quite sure what. 
Clerk to find out removal costs. It was felt that a decision needs to be made by the 
end of the year and if a project for the phone box was suggested it needs to be able 
to be followed through and managed. 
 

10. To receive grant applications and resolve expenditure 
A total of 8 applications were received and the full amount being asked for was more 
than what the Parish Council had to give out. After much discussion on each of the 
applications, the majority of Cllrs resolved to give each applicant 50% of what they 
have asked for. It was also noted that some applicants had been submitted late, 
some did not have a constitution and some did not have their own bank accounts. It 
was resolved that for those who did not have a constitution that one was required 
before receiving their grant. The Parish Council’s policy will also be looked at with 
regards to ensuring that groups must have their own bank accounts.  
 

11. To receive and comment on proposed SDC Town and Parish Council charter 
Cllrs felt that as this agreement has been drawn up involving input from Town and 
Parish Councils it can only be a positive document providing it is adhered to by both 
sides.  
 

12. To note the recent survey from St Pauls Church and give any comments and 
note next meeting date. 
This was noted, Clerk also reminded Cllrs that the Parish Council are unable to fund 
the church due to old legislation preventing this. Cllr C Brian will attend the meeting 
in November.  
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13. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
o S.22/1962/TPO Combe Side The Plain Whiteshill  

G1 - 1x English Elm - Fell. 1x English Elm - Fell. 1x Wych Elm - Fell. 1x 
Ash - Fell. Owner proposes to replace with shrubs to maintain screen 
from highway and reduce road noise 
SDC planning had already permitted this application. No extension was 
given but it was asked for. 

o S.22/1969/HHOLD Spring Cottage Main Road Whiteshill  
Erection of a two-storey side extension, new roofs to existing single storey 
extensions, porch, garden room/cycle storage with ancillary works and 
new landscaping  
Cllr N Webster leaves the room 
This application was noted with no further comments given 
Cllr N Webster re-enters the meeting 

o S.22/2023/VAR Kiama The Close Ruscombe  
Section 73 Variation of condition 2 (Approved Plans) of Planning 
Permission ref: S.20/1860/HHOLD (Construction of two-storey extension 
and conservatory (demolition of single-storey kitchen and conservatory). 
Variation to consist of addition of new porch to garden room 
This application was noted with no further comments given 

• Permissions 
o S.22/0733/FUL and S.22/0734/LBC The Star Inn, Main Road, Whiteshill 

External alterations as well as internal works to form new guest 
accommodation, new kitchens and cellar (revised scheme) 

• Refusals 
o 22/1712/MINAM Kiama, The Close, Ruscombe 

Non-material amendment to application S.20/1860/HHOLD - Addition of 
an enclosed porch to the new approved conservatory 
 

14. To review the following polices ensuring they are fit for purpose: Data 
Protection – General Privacy Statement, Retention and Disposal, Social Media and 
Electronic communication 
Cllrs resolved that the policies remain fit for purpose. 
 

15. Events report 

• To receive/resolve quotes for new / repaired poles for the new marquee - Cllr N 
Webster 
Carry over to next month 

• To receive and resolve budget for Santa’s Grotto 
Cllrs resolved to allow a £450 budget for the event 

• To resolve expenditure for the annual Christmas tree including supporting base, 
any decorations / lights and the organisation of collecting, putting up and taking 
down.  
Cllr I Roberts to find out if the carol singing event will be held on the playing field 
again.  
Cllr N Webster will look into where to purchase a tree from, and reserve one if 
required – budget resolved of up to £150 for the tree. Cllr N Webster to arrange 
collection of the tree. The tree will go in the large wooden stand again and be 
secured to the fencing. Lighting and decorations are with a parishioner and Cllr N 
Webster will liaise with the parishioner to collect this. A group of volunteers will be 
required to assist in putting up the tree and decorating it too.  
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16. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
No report 

• To receive updates on obtaining information for bike ramp quotes, designs and 
maintenance and resolve actions and expenditure for this.   
Clerk had contacted 4 bike track companies, despite numerous e-mails and 
phone calls, only one company came back. They will charge £225 to come out to 
site to review the ramps and give advice on design and maintenance. Clerk has 
spoken to this company and they are aware that we have dirt tracks and wish to 
keep it as natural as possible due to being in AONB setting. After debate on this, 
considering the duty of car the council have to users, the majority of Cllrs 
resolved to book the company to visit. The ramps continue to be checked weekly 
by Cllr N Pitel, sometimes with users present.  

• To resolve costs and designs of new signage at the ramps 
It was resolved to obtain the advice from the company first before designing a 
lectern sign.  

• To receive monthly review on covering village maintenance jobs 
Some Cllrs are sharing the job of emptying the playing field bins. This is proving 
difficult sometimes due to either the bin liners being removed/changed, or not 
fitting properly in the bin, often leading to Cllrs needing to clean out the rubbish 
manually into bin liners. Clerk to follow up with the maintenance man who is 
potentially due back to work soon.  
It was noted that the Village Green needed to be cut, Cllr N Webster offered to do 
this. Cllr N Pitel reported he continues to trim back vegetation and strim the bike 
ramps on a weekly basis.  

• To receive quotes for new bin (with lid) on the playing field  
It was resolved to purchase a new bin for the bottom of the playing field which 
has a liner to make it easier to empty and a lid on it; and also a new bin for the 
playing area with a lid too which should help keep the bin liners in position.  

• To note recent damage / fly tipping to trees and vegetation on the playing field 
behind The Star Inn and discuss actions  
A parishioner had reported that vegetation waste had been dumped over the 
Playing Field from The Star Inn, this was looked at and a blue dumpy bag was 
found with vegetation in along with various shrubs on the playing field behind the 
Star Inn having been cut down too – this was done without permission from the 
Parish Council. Cllrs resolved to report this to the Neighbourhood Warden in the 
first instance and then consider further action after if felt necessary. 

• To note the wildlife pile areas on the playing field and discuss location of this 
It had been noted that some wildlife piles had been set up near fences to 
parishioner’s houses on the playing field. Cllr N Pitel will look at and remove from 
the specific area due to potential fire risks. It was noted that there were a couple 
of wildlife piles in the playing field but these were in spaces where no risk was 
had.  

• To receive information on an Orchard tree pruning session in November and 
resolve actions.  
A local parishioner who has a garden company has offered to carry out a 2 hour 
tree pruning session on the fruit trees on the playing field and inviting 
parishioners to attend to learn about tree pruning. Also to look at expanding the 
orchard stock of trees. The fee would be £40 for this event. Cllrs resolved to see 
what interest there would be for attending this and make a decision at the next 
meeting. The proposed dates for the event would be at the end of November. 
Clerk to put out information on facebook and e-mails. 
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17. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions 
Ruscombe railings update from Highways: 
Safety barriers have been put out which will be maintained, below is the response 
for my colleagues. “- a specialist inspection of the railings is needed, because for 
one, the integrity of the parapet for strength needs to be assessed, likely, as the 
original railings may not be salvageable either practically, economically or both 
and any replacement will require an engineering design. It would be prudent to 
look at the wall which is currently hidden under vegetation for the most part at this 
time too. I do not have an exact timescale for you; however our contractors will 
be making a visit soon to “scope” the level of works. I cannot give you anything 
further at this time.” 

• To receive a report on ANPR meeting.  
Clerk continues to attend meetings with the police and submits weekly speeding 
vehicles for letters to be sent out.  

• To receive report from Footpaths group and resolve any actions / expenditure. 

• The footpath group continue to meet and work on looking at footpaths across the 
parish.  

o Modification Order GCC - Reclassification of public footpaths MWH3 and 
MWH27 to public bridleways  
Cllrs nor the footpath group have any historic evidence for this previously 
being a bridleway, however Cllrs support the application for the change as 
it would allow greater access to the countryside. It was also suggested 
that Public Rights of Way ask Pitchcombe PC if they had any information. 

• To discuss community clean-up day with regards to overgrowing vegetation. To 
resolve costs and locations of skip / ton bags; to resolve a date; to note impact 
from letters that have been sent to residential addresses with overhanging 
vegetation. 
It was noted that a large proportion of those who had letters sent to them about 
their overhanging hedges / vegetation had carried out the works and areas were 
now looking much better and accessible. It was resolved to leave this off the 
agenda and assess again in the Spring.  
 

18. To review / resolve the Parish Council meeting dates for 2023 
Clerk had put together the dates for 2023; Cllrs approved these which included a 
change of date for the April meeting to the third week of the month instead of the 
second.  
 

19. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated. 

• To note the external auditors report 
This was noted with no further comments. 

• To arrange working party date for budget and looking at Strategic plan  
It was resolved to have a working party meeting after the planning meeting in 
November. Clerk to put together a draft budget. 

• The following payments were approved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 853.71 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage, 
Queen’s death),  

£ 46.49 
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I Roberts Bin bags £ 3.00 

TW Hawkins Grass cutting £ 636.93 

C Birt War memorial plants £ 22.48 

R Charley Queen’s flowers £ 47.00 

GAPTC Cllr N Pitel training £ 25.00 

 
20. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 27th October  Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 10th November  Full Council Meeting  7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm 
 
 


