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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  

Thursday 11th August 2022 at 7.30pm 
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs B Kelly, N Webster, I Roberts, K Vizor-Beard, N Pitel, S 
Tomkins, Clerk – Helen Dunn, 3 x parishioners 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllrs C Brian, P Hood, District Cllr J Edmunds, County Cllr S Williams 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
2 members of the public had been invited to receive a Jubilee £5 coin for their 
volunteer work in the parish, another coin is due to be handed to another parishioner 
unable to attend.  
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 14th July 2022 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcements 
None 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
Report circulated which included information on Road Safety, Journey to Net Zero, 
Long term cycling in Gloucestershire, Library reading challenge, Innovation labs, and 
Fire and rescue report.  
Support was also given to WRPC to help in a Clear-Up community day for clearing 
vegetation from the highways and overhanging gardens.  
 

7. Report from District Councillor 
None 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council 
The school had been enquiring on any possible assistance with trees within an area 
where Forest School takes place with concerns of possible dangerous branches. The 
school were in the process of getting a tree survey done and Clerk has advised they 
could apply for a grant through the grant process. Cllr R Charley offered to speak 
with the Head on any concerns they have to give advice where possible. 
Leaflet holders – could they go somewhere to hold information such as women’s 
safety etc as there are currently concerns about this with recent incidences in Stroud 
District. It was suggested they could be put up in the bus shelters.  
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Clerk had recently met with the PCSO and she was offering to give talks on Scam 
crime as this was one of the biggest crimes within Gloucestershire currently. Clerk to 
circulate information for groups and arrange for the PCSO to come to give a short 
talk at a parish council meeting.  
A request for matting to be put down at the playing field entrance down the slope to 
make safer access. Cllr S Tomkins will measure area and Clerk to obtain quotes for 
discussion / resolution at September’s meeting.  
  

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
o S.22/1672/HHOLD 2 Star Green Cottages, Main Road, Whiteshill,  

Erection of a two storey rear and side extension 
It was resolved to comment to request that the current condition on 
parking and access / exiting arrangements to remain in place for highway 
safety reasons.  

• Permissions 
o S.22/1230/HHOLD Kenwin Orchard Highfield Road Whiteshill 

Erection of side & rear extensions, side bay window, front & rear dormers 
o S.22/1072/VAR Rushill Lower Street Ruscombe 

Variation of Conditions 2, 3 & 7 of Application S.18/2608/FUL - Alterations 
to proposed landscaping and parking area 

• To receive suggested response to complaints on Planning Enforcement. 
Clerk had circulated information on the Planning complaints process along with 
the process for the Ombudsmen. Cllrs resolved they would like to submit a formal 
complaint using the Horizon’s case as an example of the length of time taken and 
the decision made which was felt SDC planning disregarded community 
comments and the interest of the AONB and their own policies. Clerk to put 
together complaint to submit.  
 

10. To review the following polices ensuring they are fit for purpose: Grants, Media, 
Planning, Equality and Snow action plan 
Cllrs suggested additional information to go into the Planning policy which shows 
how WRPC follow through some applications such as enforcement issues etc. All 
other policies continue to be fit for purpose.  
  

11. Events report 

• To receive/resolve quotes for new / repaired poles for the new marquee  
Cllr N Webster to follow up. Carry over to next month 

• To receive information on purchasing a PA system for future events and resolve 
any costs 
Cllr N Pitel had sent out a report and had seen the second hand PA equipment 
on offer. Discussion involved cost of second hand and new, plus additional 
equipment needed along with actual usage, storage and hire of a PA system for 
once a year event instead of purchasing. Cllrs resolved it would be better to hire 
a PA system once a year for the Party on the Playing field which is likely to be the 
only time per year it would be needed. Cllr N Pitel offered to update the resident 
who was offering the second hand equipment. 

• To discuss idea of Bingo nights and resolve any expenditure. 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard will look into this a bit more and liaise with the Chapel who are 
also considering similar events. Carry over to next month’s meeting 

• To consider Santa’s Grotto plans 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard had been in contact with the working group to organise the 
event. The Village Hall is booked for the weekend of 10th / 11th December. Cllr K 
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Vizor-Beard to put together a budget for expenditure to be approved at next 
month’s meeting.  
 

12. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
One football posts remains wedged in the ground. This will need to be pulled out 
at some point using stronger equipment. The remaining holes from the posts 
require caps on them. Cllr S Tomkins to measure for Clerk to order correct size.  
Concern was raised with the current heatwave and fire risks on the playing field. 
Clerk to put out a safety warning asking residents to be careful with regards to 
fire risks – with no fires / BBQ’s allowed, being mindful of smoking and cigarette 
butts and leaving litter such as glass bottles which could cause a fire.  

• To receive updates on obtaining information for bike ramp quotes, designs and 
maintenance and resolve actions and expenditure  
Clerk has contacted 4 companies with only one coming back to date. This one 
would cost £225 to come out for advice, designs and a quote. Cllr N Pitel raised 
the work portfolio of this company and suggested Cllrs look at the website to 
ascertain if the works they do would be appropriate for the ramps. Clerk also 
offered to phone them and speak about the situation. This was then agreed to roll 
over to next month. 
The ramps are currently quite dry which is making their maintenance more 
difficult. Cllr N Pitel has done weekly checks on them, including with the users 
and it is currently deemed safe to use.  
Cllr K Vizor-Beard asked about signage for the ramps with a map on it. Clerk 
advised that Clerk had done an example of this and circulated a few months ago 
but limited feedback was received and it was being waited for the ramps to be re-
designed / re-built.  

• To receive monthly review on covering village maintenance jobs 
Cllr N Pitel gave an update on the works he has done in the playing area and on 
the ramps and tackling the brambles. Cllr R Charley suggested looking at 
herbicides just for this area of brambles in the play area to ensure they die back.  
Questions were then raised about herbicides and what actions Randwick FC will 
be doing on the football pitch maintenance. Clerk to see how far they have got 
with funding and to ensure no herbicides are used on the playing field for its 
management.  
Cllr K Vizor-Beard continues to empty the bins. There was some concern on 
some of the bins becoming overflowing and heavy to empty, as well as not 
having lids on them, which is causing smells, especially in this hot weather. 
After a short discussion it was resolved for the Clerk to obtain quotes for a 
contractor who could do ad-hoc jobs around the parish whilst the handyman is 
currently on sick leave.  

• To receive the tree inspection and resolve costs to do the works 
Tree report had been circulated and a quote from the tree surgeon received. Cllr 
N Pitel will do the works on one tree as it only requires a low branch removing. 
Clerk along with Cllr R Charley to meet with tree surgeon to look at a couple of 
areas before work is commenced. Cllrs resolved to allow up to £1000 to be spent 
on the works required. Cllr N Pitel to circulate information on removal of ivy and if 
this is beneficial or not.  
 
With the various discussions above it was resolved for Cllrs R Charley and K 
Vizor-Beard with Clerk to meet on the playing field to review the trees, bike ramps 
and signage and bin locations / conditions 
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13. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions 
It was noted that the bench at the Village Green was deteriorating and a previous 
bench had already been removed a few years ago in this location. Discussion led 
to replacing these benches. Cllr S Tomkins to measure up and Clerk to obtain 
quotes for next months’ meeting.  
Clerk to follow up on Ruscombe railings work as nothing has yet been done and 
safety concerns continue.  
Clerk to follow up on Zion Hill collapse and what works are due.  

• To receive updates for the bench and receive any proposed designs, resolving 
actions and expenditure 
Wooden slats have now been varnished and put back on the bench. It was 
resolved to leave it as this and have a plaque put on it in memory of Audrey Gay. 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard to check on wording with family member. Clerk to obtain quote 
for plaque.  

• To reconsider new glass panels for the BT phone box on Main Road to replace 
the ones with the BT logo on.  
This had been raised again due to comments from parishioners that this still 
looked like a phone box in use and could be misleading. Much discussion was 
had on this, with a suggestion put forward as to how useful an asset this actually 
is? Could glass panels be painted with WRPC logo over the BT sign? Could the 
phone box be used for anything else – defib location? Or would it be better off 
being removed altogether? As these options were not on the agenda, Clerk 
suggested this go out to consultation via e-mail and facebook to gain feedback 
from the community and then go back on the agenda next month.   

• To receive offer of a new bench at Lower Street steps area 
The wooden bench in this location is deteriorating and work over the years to 
restore it is also now not working as well. Clerk advised that the Council has a 
healthy budget and funds could afford a new bench. Cllr S Tomkins to measure 
up and Clerk to obtain quotes.  

• To receive a report on ANPR meeting.  
Clerk continues to attend monthly meetings with the police and regular letters are 
now being sent out weekly on speeding vehicles based on data sent from the 
Community Camera. Clerk has noticed a difference in speed during the summer 
holidays with more vehicles speeding. The letters continue to be on trial, 
therefore no costs as of yet to the Parish Council.  

• To receive report from Footpaths group and resolve any actions / expenditure.  
No report 

• To receive updates and resolve actions on numerous overgrown hedges, 
footpaths, vegetation onto road/paths etc. To consider a village working party 
with available skip? To resolve where to put cuttings in the future, e.g. wildlife 
heap on play area 
Cllr I Roberts had been on a walk around with the County Cllr, after which some 
works had been carried out by GCC to clear some areas of vegetation on the 
Highways. Discussion was had on this topic. It was resolved that Cllrs would 
send the Clerk addresses where vegetation was overhanging the pavements or 
roads for the owners to cut this back, letters to be sent out by Clerk. It was 
resolved for the Clerk to obtain quotes for either tonne bags or 2 skips to be 
located in the parish for a period of one week (date to be confirmed) for a 
community clean up. This also caused discussion of any misuse but was felt 
some trust was needed otherwise nothing would get done. Next month to review 
if the letters have had an effect and resolve dates for a community clear up week.  
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14. To receive updates on defibrillator course 
The defib course has been arranged for Monday 14th September at 7pm in the 
Village Hall and those interested have been contacted. Clerk to advertise again if 
anyone else would wish to attend.  
 

15. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and resolved.  

• The following payments were resolved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 853.71 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, phone, 
mileage),  

£ 109.47 

Owen Hutchison Tree inspection £ 300.00 

Edge IT Setting up of Cllr e-mail £ 36.00 

TW Hawkins Grass maintenance £ 595.48 

The Little Printing Company Autumn WaRbler £ 395.00 

Community Heartbeat Trust Defib training course £ 210.00 

 
16. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 25th August  Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 8th September  Full Council Meeting  7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm 
 

 


