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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 14" July 2022 at 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Vice Chairman C Brian, Clirs B Kelly, N Webster, | Roberts, K Vizor-Beard, N Pitel
(from 7.55pm), Clerk — Helen Dunn, , District Clir J Edmunds, County Clir S Williams, 3 x
parishioners

1. To note apologies for absence
Clirs R Charley, S Tomkins, P Hood

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
None

3. Public 10 minutes
Parishioner commented on the condition of overhanging hedges and highway
vegetation within the parish causing issues of walking on the pavements and visibility
on the highways. Clerk had spoken to the Highways manager on this and was
advised for the Parish Council to send initial letters to homeowners asking for them to
cut back their hedges and for highway vegetation to be reported via the Report It
webpage.
CliIr | Roberts suggested if the parish could have a working party day and hire a skip.
County ClIr S Williams offered to meet with CliIr | Roberts to look at the highways
issues and put forward a report to get them dealt with.

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 9" and 23" June 2022
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

5. Chairs announcements
No report

6. Report from County Councillor
Previously circulated and contained information on Support for families over summer
holidays; plastic free initiative over July; GCC raising awareness of Covenant for
Armed Forces Day; having a say on the long term future of cycling in
Gloucestershire; Education strategies; and plans to build on progress in Children’s
services.

7. Report from District Councillor

Previously circulated and included reports from various committees at Stroud District
Council
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8. Report from Officer of the Council
No report

9. Planning and Environment
o Applications
o S.22/1308/HHOLD Maranatha, Field Road, Whiteshill,
Erection of a two-storey rear extension, the addition of a dormer window
and cladding to the existing dwelling with the erection of a new outbuilding
CliIrs noted this application and gave no further comments
o S.22/1463/HHOLD Grandmas, Ruscombe Road, Whiteshill,
New parking bay with electric charging point (Resubmission
Of S.22/0476/HHOLD)
Clirs resolved to continue to object to this application based on Highway
safety, visual impact of AONB, and concern of impact on the road
infrastructure of carrying out the works
e Permissions
None
e To receive response from Planning Enforcement on the letter sent in May and
resolve any action from this.
CliIrs noted the response and resolved to look further into the complaints
procedure and reporting to the Ombudsman.

Clir N Pitel arrives at the meeting (7.55pm)

10. To review Stroud District Council’s Draft Planning Enforcement Plan and make
any comments
Clirs resolved that they needed more time to read through the consultation. Clirs will
send draft responses to the Clerk before the next planning meeting for the response
to then be resolved before the end of the consultation.

11. To review the following polices ensuring they are fit for purpose: Training,
Publication scheme, Community Engagement
Clirs resolved the policies continue to be fit for purpose

12. Events report

e To review the continuation of hiring out the marquees.
After noting the condition of a marquee after being previously hired out, Clirs felt
that these were too expensive and valuable for community events to be hired out
to the public. Therefore it was resolved to no longer hire out the marquees.

o To receive/resolve quotes for new / repaired poles for the new marquee
Clir N Webster to follow this up

e To note the recent debrief comments to take on board for next year and resolve
any actions from this
The notes from the debrief meeting were read through, recognising what went
well and what needs to be done differently next time.
Clir B Kelly to follow up on donation from the Food vendor, and Clir R Charley to
follow up on donation from the bar.

e To consider a PA system for future events and resolve any costs
A Parishioner is selling a PA system which would have the speakers on stands
and cables. A mixer would still be required to be purchased. Clir N Pitel offered to
go and look at the equipment. The Parishioner will send the spec of this system
to the Clerk. Clerk advised to look at new PA systems which would come with
warranty and be able to purchase all the relevant equipment together, and to
compare prices. Further quotes to be obtained before the next meeting to
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consider options. A budget will be required, and discussion was also had on
where to store the PA System.

To resolve allocation of remaining Jubilee coins.

Discussion was had on allocating the remaining 3 coins to volunteers who have
contributed over the years within the village. After discussion, 3 names were
suggested. Clerk to write to them to invite to the next meeting to present the
coins.

13. Playing field

To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure

Report of hedge trimmings being left on the playing field — location to be checked
if these have been done by someone dumping them or by Clir N Pitel when
carrying out strimming and putting together a wildlife pile.

To resolve next actions for the bike ramps and projects on the playing field

Clerk and CliIrs R Charley, N Pitel and K Vizor-Beard met on the playing field.
Numerous points had been put forward in a report to all Clirs from this meeting. It
was resolved that the initial actions should be for the Clerk to contact some bike
ramp companies to obtain quotes for design and maintenance on the current
ramps (keeping them within their current structure) and to obtain information /
quotes for training for Clirs, parents, and users to be able to maintain the ramps.
To receive a request for a community ‘camp night” on the playing field

A group of parents wish to have a family camp night on the playing field. It was
resolved to send a hiring agreement out to them with the standard charge. A risk
assessment will be required in relation to any firepit and activities occurring at the
event.

To receive and resolve a request from a fish van to trade Friday mornings from
the car park

Clirs resolved to allow the fish van to attend on a fortnightly basis alongside the
bread van on Friday mornings

To review and resolve the maintenance of the Playing field / Village over the next
6 months, resolving any expenditure on required equipment

ClIr K Vizor-Beard has offered to do the weekly bin emptying.

CliIr | Roberts will check the playing equipment each week when doing the defibs.
Clerk to send a check list.

Clir N Pitel has offered to do strimming for 2-3 hours each week. Discussion
occurred about where to put all the grass and hedge trimmings. Clir N Pitel has
already begin a wildlife heap of the cuttings on the playing field and needs
confirmation that the location is suitable. Clir R Charley to advise

Clerk to put together a risk assessment for Clirs undertaking the works.

Clerk to purchase bin bag holders, bin bags and rubber gloves for the litter
picking.

This to be received monthly.

14. Highways and Footpaths

To receive any report and resolve actions
o Updates on Ruscombe Road railings and wall
The reports have been sent through about Cally’s wall and sent to the
resident who has requested a meeting with Highways next time the wall is
due to be assessed. The Ruscombe railings have had a ticket put in to
carry out the repairs.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

e To receive updates for the bench and receive any proposed designs, resolving
actions and expenditure
The bench has been sanded down and iron work painted. The slats have been
purchased and are now located at the residents property whilst waiting for a
design to be approved. Clerk to follow up.

e To review recent correspondence with regards to the phone box (Main Road)
decoration and highway visual impacts, and resolve actions
Clirs have reviewed the location and don’t believe there is a safety impact from
the phone box. However it was agreed for the Clerk and Clir K Vizor-Beard to
meet with the resident for future decorations where it would be looked at smaller
transfers and not blocking out entire panels on the phone box.

e To receive a report on ANPR meeting.

Weekly reports are now being sent to the police and letters are being sent out
automatically. Charges are not yet being made as this is still in the trial period.

e To receive report from Footpaths group and resolve any actions / expenditure.
The group continues to look at whether it may be possible to establish new
PROWs in Ruscombe Valley; started considering whether the path across the
churchyard could be registered — there is some detailed case law on paths in
churchyards which requires further research; discussed whether a diversion of
MWH30 near Stokenhill Farm might be beneficial to both footpath users and the
landowner; identified another possibly lost footpath on the edge of Standish
Woods.

We have also discussed the delays in GCCs footpath work and note Chas
Townley’s efforts to draw attention to this in the press.

Finally John Rogers has resigned from the group as he is moving out of the
village. John’s knowledge of previous activity, especially regarding the Gladwish
Fields has been much appreciated. He has passed his files to Jeremy.

e To receive comments and resolve actions on numerous overgrown hedges,
footpaths, vegetation onto road/paths etc
As discussed under the Public 10 minutes.

To review and sign the Village Shop lease for a further 5 years
Both Clirs and Shop Committee resolved this continues to be fit for purpose for the
following 5 years. Both parties signed the document.

To resolve costs for Edge IT to manage Microsoft licenses and resolve the type
of licenses required and confirm who is using this.

This was resolved to pay annually instead of via Clerk’s expenses. A new e-mail for
Clir N Pitel will be set up. Clir C Brian resolved he did not want a Microsoft account
as he has never set it up and will continue with his current one.

To resolve costs (£50.00) of Clir training for Clir N Pitel
Clirs resolved the costs for the training course and Clir N Pitel is booked on for
September and October.

Finance and formal notices
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of
Competence
¢ Report on current financial position
This had been circulated previously.
e The following payments were resolved in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension £ 853.71

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, phone, £ 91.87

Microsoft 365, mileage),
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Steve Marshall

Maintenance

£ 256.00

TW Hawkins Grass marking £ 237.60
Edge IT Microsoft annual costs £ 450.34
Cotswold Quantity Generator and generator £ 382.48
Surveying hire — Jubilee party
K Vizor-Beard Jubilee expenses £ 22.95
S Martin Jubilee expenses £11.98
L James Jubilee expenses £ 18.51
S Tomkins Main Road bench expenses | £ 70.68
19. Next meeting dates
e Thursday 28" July Planning Meeting 7.30pm
e Thursday 11" August Full Council Meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm
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