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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 9" June 2022 at 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Vice Chairman C Brian, Clirs B Kelly, N Webster, | Roberts, Clerk — Helen Dunn, 3
X parishioners

1.

To note apologies for absence
Clirs R Charley, S Tomkins, P Hood, K Vizor-Beard, County Clir S Williams,

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
None

Public 10 minutes
Member congratulated the Parish Council on a successful Jubilee party in the park.

To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 12" May 2022
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

Chairs announcements
None

Report from County Councillor

This had been circulated and contained information on tree planting targets,
community safety speedwatch fund launched, plastic and recycling rates, carer’s
week and a change in cabinet members.

Report from District Councillor
No report

Report from Officer of the Council

e Only a small number of parishioners are currently interested in a defib course,
however with additional Clirs wishing to participate it was decided for the Clerk to
investigate dates to book a course.

e Letter has been sent to Head of Planning and the CEO at SDC with regards to
the complaints from the Parish Council on enforcement issues. To date no
response has been received.

Planning and Environment

o Applications
o S.22/1072/VAR Rushill, Lower Street, Ruscombe,
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Variation of Conditions 2, 3 & 7 of Application S.18/2608/FUL - Alterations to
proposed landscaping. Landscaping and parking area should be in
accordance with new drawing 16803/5 showing proposed site plan and typical
section
Clirs resolved to object to this application due to insufficient information on the
plans and the height of the decking (already constructed) has an impact on
the neighbours privacy.

o Permissions

o Withdrawn
o S.22/0476/HHOLD Grandmas, Ruscombe Road, Whiteshill

New parking bay with associated landscaping

10. To review the following polices ensuring they are fit for purpose: Complaints;
Health and Safety, Terms of Reference for working groups
Clirs resolved the policies remain fit for purpose

11. Events report — to receive report of the Jubilee event
The event went well, and Clir C Brian thanked all who were involved. The final
amount of donations hasn’t been counted yet as more were to come in from a couple
of the stalls. Tug of War didn’t take place as it was too wet. Some issues with the
marquees occurred. The new one was blown about and suffered damage to approx
half of the poles. Clir N Webster will enquire on quotes to have new ones made up. A
request for the marquees not to be hired out to go on the next agenda. The older
marquee which the shop used for their BBQ has now collapsed altogether and no
longer usable, so will be thrown away. The toilet is currently still on the playing field
as the vehicle that transported it to the playing field was only able to leave it in the
car park — this was then taken down by volunteers and now needed to be bought
back up. Clirs N Webster and C Brian to organise this.
A number of volunteers had enquired about a de-brief meeting for the event; it was
resolved to hold this on Thursday 23 June at 7.30pm after the planning meeting in
the Village Hall

12. Playing field

e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
Randwick FC have ordered new goal posts, due to arrive mid-August. Clerk to
ask if they have any small ones to borrow for the time being as the current plastic
one is broken, but well used.

e To resolve next actions for the bike ramps and projects on the playing field
Clerk suggested that a working party is had to review the comments and to
consider a plan for next actions. This plan should also be made public so as to
continue to be transparent on actions of the Council for this project. This should
include reviewing the ramps and their designs in accordance with the comments
being received. Looking to see if planning permission is required. Looking to
obtain 3 quotes from companies that do these works. Costs required to go for
grants. Potential costs could be too high and therefore project may need to be
reviewed. Before any works done, consider RoSPA drawing design review at
£300.00 to highlight any considerations to take on board before going ahead with
any plans. Maintenance plans to be put in place for regular checks and works to
keep ramps in safe condition
Clerk to circulate some dates after speaking with the Chairman to organise the
first working group.
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e To receive an update on actions from the RoSPA report and resolve any further
expenditure if required

o Bigger lectern / notice required for the bike ramps. Clerk had circulated
some quotes, these to be looked at, at the first working group meeting.

o Rope swings to be removed, or resolved to be checked regularly,
reporting to the Clerk

o Safety warning for basketball hoop — there is nowhere to put a sign
without it getting broken off. Clerk has looked for signage, but these all
seemed not appropriate to this situation.

o Rust on goal posts — these are due to come down with new ones being
purchased. Date to be arranged with Randwick FC

o Surfacing of bike ramps — to be discussed at the working group meeting.

o Dead tree trunk in playing area — Clerk to ask Tree inspector to look at

o Bolt caps on rocker to be replaced — Clerk to see if these can be sourced.
It has been looked at and no sharp edges are present.

o Rust on slide legs — Clir | Roberts to treat at same time as doing bench on
Main Road

o Swing chains have now been moved round the other way — completed

o Wall grips on the climbing wall have now been tightened — completed

o Timber post decay to be looked at, Clerk to check with Greenfields on the
guarantee. Fence post for the gate on play area entrance needs replacing
— ClIr | Roberts to look for new post

o Trip hazard has been looked at — not sure what issue is.

e To resolve the costs for the next tree inspection.
Clirs resolved to continue with last years tree inspector at a cost of £300

13. Highways and Footpaths

e To receive any report and resolve actions
Clerk has continued to follow up issues with regards to the railings on Ruscombe
Road and Cally’s Wall. Clerk continues to liaise with the Highways manager, and
an extra assessment has been requested for Cally’s Wall.

It was noted that the verge opposite Rake End was becoming overgrown again
onto the pavement. Clerk to raise with Highways.

Queries have been received to Clirs about the ownership of the telephone box on
Main Road. Clerk confirmed this was purchased in 2020 for £1 and the
paperwork is in place.

e To resolve new plans for the bench — to purchase wooden slats and revamp and
received any proposed designs resolving actions and expenditure
It was noted that the bench due to be ordered was too long for the location
without further works being required to the concrete plinth. It was therefore
proposed to remove the current rotted wooden slats, replace them and do works
on the metal structure to bring it back to life. It was proposed for up to £100 to be
spent on this, ClIr | Roberts to do.

o To receive a report on ANPR meeting.

Report circulated. Automated letters to be being sent in the next couple of weeks,
some work is required from the Clerk for this to be done.

e To receive report from Footpaths group and resolve any actions / expenditure.
Information is still being gathered and the group continue to research footpaths
across the Gladwish fields.

Clerk had contacted Gloucestershire footpaths modification team on the length of
time footpath requests are taking, especially those due to be sent to the
Secretary of State, however due to staff shortages and no time limits being set for
certain procedures, the backlog continues.
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14. To review IT security and consider costs/actions for additional measures,

including the Parish Council applying for a debit card.
Due to Clerk experiencing issues at Slimbridge Parish Council with the Microsoft
account being hacked, Clerk was advising preventions to reduce this happening
again. Clerk advised that the Microsoft licenses should go back into control of Edge
IT, where if issues occur they are able to assist. Clerk to obtain the quote for this and
set up. Clerk also recommended that the Council has a debit card for the Clerk to
use. Risk assessments will be put in place, but Clerk is reluctant to continue using

personal credit cards due to recent issues. Clirs resolved to the above

recommendations.

15. To resolve to purchase new Declarations of Office book.
The current Declarations of Office book which has signatories in since 1946 is now
full except for 3 spaces. Clirs resolved to purchase a new one at £141.00 as it is
historical. The old one, once full will be stored at Gloucestershire archives. This was

proposed by CliIr | Roberts and seconded by Clir N Webster with all in favour.

16. To review annual parish meeting and any discussions to take forward

Discussions surrounding car parking for the parish were noted again, however Clirs
recognise there are limited actions available for them to do anything. It is felt that

works on the car park bank won’t create more spaces and the costs outweigh what
could be achieved. Also there is lack of available land in the parish to make further

car parking spaces.

17. Finance and formal notices

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of

Competence

e Report on current financial position

This had been circulated
e The dates for the public inspection of accounts from Monday 13" June to
Friday 22" July have now been published

e The following payments were approved in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension £ 853.71
Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, phone, £ 88.68
Microsoft 365, mileage),
Steve Marshall Maintenance £ 256.00
L James Events expenses £ 55.00
Gerald Ryan Shelving for storage £40.00
container
K Vizor-Beard Events £ 83.45
R Bailey Jubilee band £ 300.00
C Payne Jubilee band £ 230.00
18. Next meeting dates
e Thursday 23" June Planning Meeting 7.30pm
e Thursday 14" July Full Council Meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm
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