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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 

PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 
Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on  

Thursday 12th May 2022 at 7.30pm 
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs K Vizor-Beard, P Hood, B Kelly, N Webster, C Brian, 
Clerk – Helen Dunn, District Cllr J Edmunds, 4 x parishioners 
 

1. To elect a Chairman 
Cllr C Brian proposed Cllr R Charley to remain as Chairman, this was seconded by 
Cllr P Hood and all in agreement. Cllr R Charley accepted. 
 

2. To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
The book was signed 
 

3. To elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard proposed Cllr C Brian to remain as Vice Chairman, this was 
seconded by Cllr P Hood and all in agreement. Cllr C Brian accepted and signed the 
book.  
 

4. Councillors to confirm their Declarations of Acceptance of Office 
Clerk handed out relevant paperwork to be completed. 
 

5. To note apologies for absence 
Cllrs I Roberts and S Tomkins, County Cllr S Williams 
 

6. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None  
 

7. Public 10 minutes 

• Member of public stated that the behaviour on the bike ramps has been decent with 
language being OK; the usage has been moderate with some music and users have 
responded when asked to turn it down. This was a positive. A question was raised 
about why the Parish Council needs to spend further money on doing up the ramps 
when it could be focussed on activities for teenage girls.  
This was noted by Cllrs saying this could be looked into, but also hoped that the 
ramps were seen as available for both male and female usage.  

• Member of public has taken the ramp designs to SDC planning officer and was told 
permission would be required to build revised ramps. The member of public has also 
reported the current ramps to the planning enforcement team to assess the ramps to 
see if planning permission is required. 
To date the Parish Council has not heard anything from the Enforcement team 
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• Member of public states that they believe the current design for the ramps will be 
much larger footprint than what is currently in place.  
Cllrs confirmed that the current design is just a concept and by no means the final 
plan or design. 

• Cllr P Hood stated that he was pleased the language and behaviour was better but 
requested that any future construction should be a motion on the agenda. 
It was confirmed that this was the case and has been on the agenda since the 
changes began.  
 

8. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 14th April 2022 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

9. Chairs announcements 
None  
 

10. Report from County Councillor 
Report had been circulated and included information on B4063 cycle and walkway; 
Polish Heritage Day; updates for on-street parking pay and display machines; and 
railway station at Bruton Way improvement works to start 
  

11. Report from District Councillor 
Report received late, due to be circulated. 
 

12. Report from Officer of the Council 

• A letter has been received from residents in Upper Kitesnest with concerns of 
dangerous trees. Clerk has sent a copy to both Highways and Public Rights of Way 
and will respond to the residents.  

• An Election has been called by 10 members of the public for the vacant Cllr position. 
Clerk waiting for further information from SDC elections office to advertise this.  
  

13. Planning and Environment 

• Applications 
None 

• Permissions 
None  
 

14. To review the following polices ensuring they are fit for purpose: Standing 
Orders, Financial regulations, Code of Conduct and Risk Management, and asset list 
Cllrs resolved that the policies were fit for purpose. 
 

15. Events report – to resolve any actions and expenditure 
Cllr C Brian confirmed paperwork was being collected, and all was going well. A final 
meeting is due to be held soon. 
 

16. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
A spindle on the decking has come loose and needs to be fixed back in.  
The bike directional signs need to be located and put up so as bikes are informed 
to go round the outside edge of the field.  

• To receive initial feedback from the Community Consultation event and resolve 
next actions from this.  
All questionnaires have been received back and the Clerk will make these 
publicly available next week on the website. These will then be available to view 
at the Annual Parish Meeting. There were mixed responses from those who did 
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not want the ramps, those in support and those wanting to have minimal 
improvements and keep it for more local usage.  

• To receive the RoSPA report and resolve actions / expenditure from this, noting 
current risk assessments in place.  
This had been circulated and Clerk had summarised actions to be taken. This to 
be reported on at the next meeting on actions completed. 
 

17. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions 
A resident has been in touch about the condition of the wall holding up 
Ruscombe Road. Clerk has chased for updates on this.  

• To receive updates to purchase the bench for Main Road by the phone box, and 
resolve actions and expenditure 
Cllrs resolved to purchase ‘Cambourne’ bench. Clerk to organise. Clerk to 
contact parishioner about an updated design for the bench to be painted on.  

• To receive a report on ANPR and discuss / resolve costs of having automated 
letters sent out, and also on sharing anonymous data from the ANPR with a 
researcher working for the police doing a paper on the Speed Initiative 
programme being put in place by the police.  
Report was circulated. Cllrs resolved to have up to 50 letters sent out each month 
at a cost of 50pence per letter on the new automated system which is planned to 
be up and running by the end of the month.  
Cllrs also resolved to allow all anonymous data from the ANPR to be shared with 
the researcher carrying out work on behalf of the police looking into the impact of 
community cameras etc. 

• To receive report from Footpaths group and resolve any actions / expenditure.  
Report circulated. The group may be asking for funds towards land registry 
search of plots in the parish. Cllr R Charley said she will follow up with the MP 
who said she may be able to get this information without costs. 
 

18. To resolve the annual insurance (tied in for 3yrs) 
All information had been circulated. Cllrs resolved the continued costs with BHIB 
 

19. To receive offer of further shelving for the container and resolve actions / 
expenditure.  
A resident has offered 2 further metal shelving units for the container at a cost of 
£60.00. Once this is confirmed, Cllrs resolved to authorise up to £60 to purchase the 
units. 
 

20. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and signed off at the meeting 

• To review the Internal Control policy of the Parish Council 
This was reviewed and Cllrs resolved it continued to be fit for purpose. 

• To note the internal audit report and any actions on this 
Internal audit had been received and no comments  

• To resolve the Annual Governance Statement 
Cllrs read through the Governance Statement and resolved this. 

• To resolve the Accounting Statement  
Cllrs resolve the Accounting Statement was correct. 
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• The following payments were approved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 853.71 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, phone, 
Microsoft 365, mileage),  

£ 115.68 

Steve Marshall Maintenance £ 192.00 

The Little Printing Company WaRbler printing £ 395.00 

N power Electricity bill for phone box 
and ANPR 

£ 49.33 

Gloucestershire Playing 
Field Association 

Annual membership £ 50.00 

Royal Mail Group Ltd PO Box annual fee £ 300.00 

Play Safety Limited RoSPA report £ 180.60 

Iain Selkirk Internal audit £ 110.00 

BHIB Annual insurance £ 663.13 

Community Heartbeat Annual Maintenance £ 288.00 

CCC4Business ANPR camera realigning £ 110.40 

HCI Data Domain name £ 102.00 

L Asplin Events crafts £ 96.42 

 
21. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 26th May Planning Meeting  6.30pm 

• Thursday 26th May Annual Parish Meeting 7.30pm 

• Thursday 9th June  Full Council Meeting  7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm 


