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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 

PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 
Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

 
 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  

Thursday 14th April 2022 at 7.30pm 
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs I Roberts, K Vizor-Beard, P Hood, B Kelly, Clerk – 
Helen Dunn, County Cllr S Williams, 6 x parishioners 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllrs S Tomkins, N Webster, C Brian 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
2 parishioners expressed their comments for the playing field survey. The Chairman 
asked for these to be submitted as part of the survey and they would be publicly 
available for all to read in May. 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 10th and 24th March 2022 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcements 
Thanks was given to Ian Nie who has now resigned from the Parish Council. 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
A report had been circulated with GCC news which included Support for Ukraine; 
health and social care recommendations; holiday activities and food programmes; 
extension of bus support; new special school for Stroud; levelling up; greener 
Gloucestershire; significant progress in children’s services; and living with Covid. 
Cllr S Williams continues to follow up issues in Victory Road; and has supported a 
£10k grant which has been successfully awarded to Ruscombe Chapel. 
  

7. Report from District Councillor 
No report 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council 
Consideration at looking at a wheelie bin again as the litter bins have been 
overflowing. The maintenance man has also been off for the last 2 weeks but should 
be back on top of the litter picking next week.  
Car park signs are now ready to collect. 
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9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications 

• S.22/0733/FUL and S.22/0734/LBC The Star Inn, Main Road, Whiteshill, Stroud. 
Internal works to form new letting rooms (B&B), new kitchens and cellar along 
with associated external works (revised scheme) 
Save our Star had sent in their response to the application. Overall Cllrs resolved 
to object to the proposal due to previous enforcement not addressed and 
therefore planning officers should visit the site to determine checks on this 
application. Objections for extending letting time limits on the rooms so as to 
prevent permanent dwellings, concern of the catering facilities being reduced 
having a negative impact on business and therefore long term viability.  

• Permissions 
 

10. To review recent responses from Town and Parish Councils with regards to 
planning issues and resolve actions. 
Responses had been circulated. Clerk referred to the recent audit that has occurred 
at SDC planning and the programme they have in place to improve. It was suggested 
going back to the councils that have responded to seek permission to include them 
on a letter to be sent to planning and the CEO of the district council to ask how the 
improvements are going and how is this being monitored, and how this can be 
addressed with parish and town councils going forward.  
 

11. To note GAPTC AGM and resolve for any resolutions to be put forward and if 
anyone will attend 
No motions proposed, apologies sent.  
 

12. Events report – to resolve any actions and expenditure 
A member of the events team (Liane) gave a full update on the progress of the 
Jubilee event, noting that she will not be able to contribute after the end of April. 
Liane will put together diagrams and lists for the working group to use to set up the 
event and ensure all is in place. The event will be overseen by Cllr C Brian. Liane 
has sourced volunteers to help on the day too. Clerk will assist with laminating and 
printing of signage, and also look into purchasing mugs for prizes up to £100 from the 
remaining grant from Gloucestershire Build Back Better fund after buying the lights 
and marquee. Cllr C Brian will be organising the events licence and informing the 
emergency services. Cllr B Kelly will be ensuring all bands and stalls complete the 
Parish Council forms and supply their public liability where they have it, these to be 
returned to the Clerk to go on file. 
Cllr R Charley suggested having a one off meeting with the working group and Parish 
Council on Thursday 28th April to ensure all is going to plan. 
  

13. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
No reports 

• To resolve signing documents with Randwick FC for Football Foundation funding 
towards pitch management.  
Cllrs resolved that if Randwick FC are successful in their bid for additional pitch 
management works, then Clerk can sign the papers when needed. 

• To receive initial feedback from the Community Consultation event 
The event was well attended; it was noted other parishes are also looking at 
whether they can provide similar facilities; a questionnaire is now out in the parish 
with a deadline to complete responses by the end of April. After which comments 
will be taken on board, and quotes and costs will be sourced for the projects. 
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• To discuss and resolve Whiteshill School request for use of the playing field with 
regards to a walking bus scheme proposal  
A company working with the school will run this scheme for a couple of weeks 
using the playing field to add in additional fresh air and exercise. Cllrs supported 
this project and they hope it will help with alleviating parking issues. 
 

14. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions 
Footpath at Bishops Walk is being resurfaced 

• To receive updates on the bench for Main Road by the phone box, and resolve 
actions and expenditure 
A suitable wood has now been found that will take the paint. Clerk to contact the 
company to look at what benches they have available in this type of wood. 

• To receive a report from the Footpaths working group and resolve any updates 
with regards to an ‘official’ additional footpath on the playing field. 
Advice from a solicitor had been sourced with regards to having an official rights 
of way designated on the playing field. It was advised that as this is a public open 
space it is not necessarily needed and it would become under the legislation of 
Public Rights of Way under Gloucestershire County Council. A suggestion of a 
permissive path could be done and this way the Parish Council retains full control 
of the playing field. Clerk to forward this information to the working group 

• To receive a report on ANPR and discuss / resolve costs of having automated 
letters sent out.  
A report had been circulated on this with continued progress on the automated 
letters coming from the cameras. Clerk continues to meet with the police on this.  
 

15. To receive updates on first aid / defib course and resolve actions / expenditure 
To date only a couple of responses had been received. The cost of the course will be 
£175.00, therefore Cllrs felt that a minimum of 10 people would be needed to make 
this viable. Clerk to also advertise in the WaRbler. 
 

16. To confirm allotments application distance within and surrounding parish for 
potential tenants 
A request had been received from Harescombe to join the allotments list; however 
this was felt it was not within walking distance or benefitting the parish residents, 
therefore this to be refused and information updated on this.  
 

17. To consider / resolve agenda for Annual Parish Meeting on 26th May 
A draft agenda had been circulated, and it was suggested that topics to be discussed 
would be the playing field consultation results and promoting the party in the park for 
the Jubilee. Refreshments will be provided by Cllrs and Clerk. 
 

18. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been previously circulated and resolved by all 

 

• The following payments were approved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 853.71 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, phone, 
Microsoft 365, mileage), 
Jubilee lighting 

£ 350.26 
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Steve Marshall Maintenance £ 120.00 

GAPTC Annual subscription £ 287.87 

L James Jubilee coins – Jubilee 
event 

£ 85.00 

Edge IT Microsoft protection for 
Clerk laptop (annual) 

£ 34.56 

 
19. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 28th April Planning meeting   7.30pm 

• Thursday 12th May  Annual Meeting of Council  7.30pm 

• Thursday 26th May Planning Meeting   6.30pm 

• Thursday 26th May Annual Parish Meeting  7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm 


