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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 

PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 
Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

 
 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  

Thursday 10th March 2022 at 7.30pm 
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 

 
Present: Vice Chairman C Brian, Cllrs N Webster, I Nie, I Roberts, K Vizor-Beard, Clerk – 
Helen Dunn, County Cllr S Williams, District Cllr J Edmunds, 6 x parishioners 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllrs R Charley, B Kelly, P Hood, S Tomkins 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
Parishioners were asking about the upcoming date for the playing field community 
consultation, asking to ensure that no decisions would be made about the playing 
field until after the consultation, concern of ongoing anti-social behaviour, noise and 
language especially now that the evenings are getting lighter. 
A parishioner noted in the WaRbler that it stated that Cllrs are happy to meet with 
parishioners if requested. Parishioner felt that this hasn’t happened in his case as he 
has requested a meeting back in November but has not yet had a meeting. Phone 
numbers were exchanged at the meeting and Cllr C Brian plus one other Cllr will 
meet with the resident in the near future. 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 10th February 2022 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcements 
None  
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
General report had been circulated and included information on GCC budget; 26 mile 
cycle route through Gloucestershire; support for adults bereaved by suicide; 
secondary school places offered; and proposed relocation of Stroud Library  
Cllr S Williams is also chasing the £1,000 grant that has been awarded to the Parish 
Council for the summer event, but not yet received, also assisting the Ruscombe 
Chapel gaining their £10,000 towards the heating, and that she enjoyed the recent 
art exhibition held at Whiteshill Primary School. 
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7. Report from District Councillor 
Report was circulated with updates from various Committees; canal strategy 
consultation, climate action, SDC newsletter to all households, and Storm Eunice 
impacts.  
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council 

• Clerk had enquired via GAPTC with other parish and town councils in Stroud if they 
experienced similar issues to Whiteshill and Ruscombe with regards to planning. 
Some responses have been received. Clerk will collate and bring to the next meeting. 

• A business case from Stonehouse Town Council had been circulated with 
information on a new railway station at Stonehouse. Cllrs continue to support this.  
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications 
No applications 

• Permissions 

• Refusal 
o S.21/3002/HHOLD Lyndale, Main Road, Whiteshill 

Removal of front elevation pitched roof and replace with a parapet wall flat 
roof addition. 

• Appeals: 
o Archway Cottage Lower Kitesnest Lane - APPEAL DISMISSED 

 
10. Events report – to resolve any actions and expenditure 

Cllrs reported toilets and generator have been booked, along with a bar and 2 bands. 
Parish organisations have also been invited if they wish to have a stall to fundraise. 
Clerk advised 

• that a breakdown of the budget is still required 

• Bouncy Castle – WRPC insurance will need to be made aware if there is a 
bouncy castle as part of the event. The bouncy castle will need its own PL 
insurance, risk assessment to include groundings, and must be monitored 
throughout use.  

• Donations and raffle monies. All monies from the event in donations or raffle has 
always gone back into the WRPC budget for future events – this way all 
parishioners benefit from continued community free events.  

• If the raffle is going to have tickets sold beforehand, this will need a Small Society 
Lottery Registration from SDC and all tickets need to be printed, therefore, to 
save on costs it may be better to just sell on the day on site where the registration 
isn’t required. 

 
11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard continues to look for a particular person who makes wooden 
animals, this is still ongoing. The recent working party went ahead where 
benches and picnic tables were installed and works carried out on the orchard.  

• To resolve a community event date looking at future projects of the playing field 
It was resolved to try to organise the community event on either 11th or 12th April 
depending on availability of Cllrs and contractor. Clerk to confirm and promote 
event 

• To resolve signs for the car park – wording, size, location, how many and cost 
It was resolved to accept the proposed wording with the addition of not parking 
on the yellow boxed area. It was resolved to purchase 2 x A2 sized signs and a 
budget was resolved of up to £150 for the Clerk to purchase.  
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12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions 
Ruscombe Road railings were damaged in the storm when a tree fell on them, 
this has been reported to Highways to ensure they are safe.  

• To receive updates on the bench for Main Road by the phone box 
The recent proposed bench will not work with paint on the type of wood it is made 
of, therefore Clerk to look at finding an oak bench which can be considered.  

• To receive a report from the Footpaths working group 
A member of the group attended to give an update. The group continue to look at 
historic footpaths and have found one not on the current map, but it has been 
registered at Public Rights of Way to be included back in 2008. They continue to 
look at opportunities for footpaths that are within the Ruscombe Valleys, and also 
wish to ask the Parish Council to consider a footpath across the bottom of the 
playing field. The group will put together the proposal to go on the Planning 
meeting of the council on 24th March.  

o To resolve a small budget allowance to the group for printing 
It was resolved to allow a budget of £20 for printing costs for the group to 
print documents.  

• To receive a report on ANPR 
A report had been circulated with further information on automated sending out of 
letters from the camera system and continuation of working with the police.  
The camera had recently been blown off course in the recent winds, Clerk is 
arranging for this to be re-set, but it will have a cost of the cherry picker again 
which will be approx £80. 
 

13. To review policies to ensure fit for purpose – ANPR policies 
Clerk had updated these and Cllrs resolved they continued to be fit for purpose.  
 

14. To discuss and resolve arranging another first aid / defib course 
Cllr I Roberts had been approached about if the Council would put on another defib / 
first aid training course again. It was resolved for the Clerk to find out costs and 
availability for this to happen and gather interest from parishioners as to how many 
would wish to attend. 
 

15. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and agreed at the meeting. 

• The following payments were resolved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1042.18 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, phone, 
Microsoft 365, mileage) 

£ 76.90 

Steve Marshall Maintenance £ 120.00 

Stroud District Council  Election expenses £ 1015.80 

Lodge farm Trees Orchard trees  £ 80.00 

CPRE Annual membership £ 36.00 

 
16. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 24th March Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 14th April  Full Council meeting  7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm 


