LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

Parish councl " QUALITY n

WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 13" January 2022 at 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs C Brian, B Kelly, P Hood, N Webster, S Tomkins, | Nie,
| Roberts, K Vizor-Beard, Clerk — Helen Dunn (via Whatsapp video link due to isolating), 5 x
parishioners.

1. To note apologies for absence
District Clir J Edmunds, County Clir S Williams

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
None

3. Public 10 minutes
Parishioners in attendance to discuss the bench by the phone box and receive playing
field / bike ramp updates.

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held 9" December 2021
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

5. Chair’s announcements
None

6. Report from County Councillor
Report circulated including information on Armed Forces Covenant refresh; GCC helping
county farms with Climate change; GCC cabinet approve actions to tackle climate
change; Build Back Better funding; GCC budget; and Commitment to support disabled
bus users

7. Report from District Councillor
No report

8. To receive a report from the Officer of the Council:
No report

9. Planning and Environment
o Applications:
o S.21/3002/HHOLD Lyndale, Main Road, Whiteshill,

Removal of front elevation pitched roof with a parapet wall addition (flat roof).
Clirs resolved to give no further comments on this application
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e Permissions:
o S.21/2460/HHOLD 2 Victory Road, Whiteshill
Replacement single storey rear extension and terrace
e To note any updates on the Gladwish fields and resolve any actions

It was noted that the fencing is now all down, although also receiving information that
crops were still being damaged.

10. Events report, and resolve any actions and expenditure
Santa’s grotto went well with the event raising just over £230.00, this is split between the
Village hall and the Parish Council for future events. Discussion was had on ensuring
that the date is guaranteed for every December by making the booking earlier and costs
of paying for the hall as opposed to sharing profits.
The Carols across the Valley was also a successful event on the playing field.
Discussion on organising the Summer party in the Playing Field in line with the Jubilee
weekend, planning to aim for the Saturday 4™ June for the event. Clir B Kelly and C Brian
to try to book the bar for that date, and to put together a budget for resolution for the next
meeting.

11. To adopt Zero Tolerance policy and Lone Working policy in light of recent incident
Both policies were resolved and adopted by all Clirs. It was noted that the police had
spoken with a family member of the person who sent the malicious text, however Clirs
felt that the person should be spoken to directly due to the seriousness of the threat.
Police to be updated of Clirs decision.

12. Playing Field

e To receive any report and resolve any actions / expenditure
No report

e To receive action plan / date for Orchard working party and resolve costs for tree
guards etc.
Date of 19" February for a working party, time to be confirmed. Work to include
orchard tree maintenance, fitting of picnic benches and normal benches. Clir R
Charley to investigate tree guards.

o To resolve locations for Jubilee Oak trees

These hadn’t yet arrived, Clerk to ask the local arboriculturist, who carried out the

tree survey, for advice on best locations on the playing field to position the trees.

e To receive any reports with regards to the bike ramps and resolve any actions and

expenditure
Residents continue to express concern of antisocial behavioural on the bike ramps
with regards to bad language and noisy music.
Clir R Charley gave an update of a recent meeting with a company who are
interested in sponsoring the works on the bike ramps at a reduced cost, further
meetings are required on this. It is hoped this will include regular maintenance,
checking the safety aspects and redesigns of some parts to meet RoSPA
requirements. Mitigation will also be looked at as to how to reduce noise and to
protect the orchard area. A structured programme of maintenance will be considered
being put in place to manage the area. It was suggested that a community meeting
and consultation will be had surrounding this, but to include the playing field as a
whole and look at other projects such as the wooden animals, gym equipment, and
table tennis tables. This would be aimed to be held around beginning of March.
Along with the issues raised by parishioners surrounding the bike ramps, it was also
noted that there are issues occurring all over the playing field such as bad language
being heard in other areas, children ‘digging’ in the boules pitch, litter in all areas etc.

Signed / Date pg. 731



This will therefore be part of the bigger picture of looking at the management of the
whole area. PCSO and Neighbourhood Warden to be invited to the event too.
o To consider applying for funding for the bike ramps future
Dependant on outcome of further meetings with the company and costs this will
involve. Funding applications can be sourced once a better picture is had.

o To note recent correspondence from residents requesting further meetings with
the Parish Council on their concerns
A resident had written to each ClIr individually via e-mail (same e-mail to each)
but had received little response. This was noted and it was indicated that as part
of the community meeting they will be invited to join in the project discussions.
e To consider options for a wooden animal themed project, and resolve actions
To be included in the Community meeting consultation
o To consider a project for Outdoor gym equipment and a table tennis table
e To be included in the Community meeting consultation
e To resolve better signage for parking rules of the car park
This was bought up by the police about having clear rules on display for the usage of
the car park. Clerk to put together wording and obtain quotes for the next meeting.
e To resolve whether to allow a charity minibus occasional overnight parking on the
playing field car park.
It was resolved not to allow this, which then stops any precedence being set.
e To resolve new dog and litter bins for the playing field due to deterioration

Stroud District Council will replace the dog bin that has rusted at the bottom
altogether, and the shop bin had been checked and was still ok at present.

It was noted that Clir N Webster will now be the Parish Council representative for the
Village Shop instead of Clir | Nie.

13. Highways and Footpaths

e To receive any report and resolve actions
Clerk due to meet with highways to look at narrow road signage at Highfield /
Ferndale road, white lines outside a parishioners house, and grit bin at the bottom of
The Close to be filled (requested a number of times but not been done). Recently it
had been reported that a car on the playing field had had its tyres slashed and
paintwork scratched

o To resolve the purchase of a new bench and receive updates on design plans for
bench by the phone box on Main Road.
The resident who had initially suggested this was in attendance and a better
understanding of the design was given. Clerk to look for costs for a wooden bench
and to liaise with the parishioner on proposed designs. In principle the white
background with writing on it is acceptable but toned down from the original design.
Long term maintenance was discussed, and the resident stated that as it is outside
his house he would be willing to help with this.

o To resolve the costs for replacing the glass in the phone box to plain glass.
As the glass isn’t broken it was felt there was no need to replace the panes with the
BT logo on them.

e To receive a report from the footpaths working group
No report — this is due in February

14. To consider a CliIr drop in session at the village shop
Bearing in mind the lone working policy, it was felt that a notice in the shop and
upcoming WaRbler would be appropriate to advertise that Clirs are happy to arrange to
meet with parishioners in the shop for discussions on anything in relation to the Parish
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Council and how they may help. It would need to be at least one ClIr plus the Clerk or 2
Clirs in attendance. Or to have one morning a month in the shop when Clir N Webster is
in there, with another Clir or the Clerk in attendance to be available to have a relaxed
chat in an informal environment.

15. Finance and formal notices

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of

Competence

e Report on current financial position
This had been circulated and agreed by all

e To resolve the 2022 / 2023 precept
The precept was resolved at £40,240.00 which freezes the Band D element of the
council tax for the parish

e The following payments were agreed in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pensions £ 839.50
Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, phone, Microsoft | £ 87.78
365, mileage,)

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 120.00
TW Hawkins Grass cutting £ 596.97
TW Hawkins Line marking £ 26.40
K Vizor-Beard Christmas Grotto expenses £ 188.51
L James Christmas Grotto expenses £ 159.44
B Kelly Christmas tree £ 40.00
S Tomkins Fixing of sign on car park £4.25
Village Hall Book Club grant £ 60.00

16. Next meeting dates.
e Thursday 27" Jan Planning meeting with SDC planning officer to do
training 7.30pm
e Thursday 10" February Full Council 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm
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