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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
                                          

Tel: 07941 171805 
Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

 

Chairman Rebecca Charley  01435 766191       
Vice Chairman Chris Brian   01453 753101 
Councillors  Peter Hood   01453 759809    

Steve Tomkins   01453 753486     
Bob Kelly  07980 583995   
Ian Nie   01453 767629     
Liane James   07889 120891  
Karon Vizor-Beard 07702 529527 
Iain Roberts  01453 759808   

(Graham Birt stood down in January and Bob Kelly was co-opted on in February.) 
The Council employs one part time member of staff: 

Mrs. Helen Dunn - Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 
 

 

Welcome to the Annual report of Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council where you will find details of your 
Councillors, how the Council spent its money and how this expenditure is funded, and the activities of the Council over 
the past year of 2018/2019 

The Council meets on the 
second Thursday of every 
month for Full Council 
Meetings, then on the 
fourth Thursday of every 
month for planning where 
there is sufficient business. 
The public are welcome to 
attend these meetings and 
speak during a 10 minute 
allocated slot for a public 
forum. 
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Projects undertaken this year: 
1. Looked at Ruscombe chapel, this was taken on by community group. Due to Chapel being a registered 

community asset; this helped with this process, preventing it being sold. 
2. Defibrillators purchased (1 bought, 1 donated) 
3. Planning application submitted for storage unit on playing field 
4. Summer party and Santa’s Grotto events 

 

What the council intends to do next year: 
1. Continue monitoring the ANPR, moving location and reviewing  
2. Continue with annual events: Summer party in the playing field – June, Santa’s grotto - December 
3. Metal container on the playing field for better storage of community equipment, sport equipment WRPC 

items 
4. Painting of bus shelters 
5. Monthly newsflash 

Donations were made to: 
1. Ruscombe and Whiteshill Village shop 
2. Whiteshill Primary School 

 

Finance 
The precept for 2018/2019 was £29,9700 
Other income: Playing field hiring income £400; Allotment rent £100; WaRbler adverts £600; Village events £1087; 
grant for climbing frame £2,000; donations for defibrillators £1317 
 



 

Chairman’s report – Cllr Rebecca Charley 

The Parish Council has submitted a planning application to install a container on the playing field 

below the village shop.  This is to store equipment that is owned and used by the PC for events and 

more.  It is being done in conjunction with the village shop, who hopefully will be progressing the 

plans to have an outdoor seating area above the container. 

Traffic calming is ongoing in the village.  The camera is enabling the collection of data showing the 

speed of drivers through the village; when a driver consistently speeds through the village the police 

are able to contact the driver to issue a warning notice.  The cost of the current camera was just over 

£10,000, and whilst the PC have been reviewing the options for a second camera, we feel 

parishioners money is best spent on a dummy, and the two can be moved around the parish.  The 

technology involved with this equipment is constantly evolving with costs of the cameras and 

associated kit coming down but getting better, so in the future it may be appropriate to buy an 

additional unit.   

There are now two defibrillators in the Parish; one on the Village Shop and the other in the phone 

box in Ruscombe by the Village Spring.  One purchased by the Parish Council with additional 

external funding and the other donated by the Gloucestershire Masonic Charity.  They had money 

left to them from the will of Trevor Portlock; a local Stroud resident. The charity wanted to put 

something back into the community that would be a lasting legacy and providing a number of public 

defibrillators seemed a fitting way to do this. This is being set up in conjunction with Community 

Heartbeat Trust working with the Parish Council.  There will be training offered to the community. 

There have been several village events organised throughout the year by our Parish councillors. 

Santa’s Grotto was again very well received and enjoyed by many children; likewise, the party on 

the playing field last June was a delightful event that everyone enjoyed relaxing in the lovely 

summer evening.  Thank you to Cllrs Karon Visor-Beard and Liane James and their team for 

organising.    

There have been ongoing issues of misuse of the playing field.  Twice, dog faeces have been 

smeared on equipment which then obviously has to be removed and cleaned by someone.  We are 

installing signs around the village to try to counter this so keep a look out for them!  Management of 

the playing field has generally gone well.  We have an annual health and safety audit of the 

equipment and facilities and anything highlighted that requires action it is duly arranged. 

Other ongoing work of the PC includes; monitoring and liaising with Glos Highways re subsidence 

and traffic management; monitoring and responding to planning applications, taking into account the 

responses from residents; tree safety monitoring (ash die back).  

The fields known locally as the Gladwish Fields, have raised great concern recently.  These are the 

three fields in the lower end of the valley going down to Archway School.  A camper van that stayed 

for a month in the middle of one of the fields created an unsightly image that many people 

complained about.  Stroud District Council informed that they were able to remain there for 28 days 

without planning.  Various correspondence has gone to and fro but not with much satisfaction.  

Locally there is strong feeling that more needs to be done to prevent more people thinking they can 

camp on the land.  If necessary, we will call an extra meeting to discuss possible actions to be taken.   

Ruscombe Chapel came onto the market and due to the PC having identified the building as a 

“village asset” the owners had to give us 6 months in which to put a proposal together to make an 

offer to buy it or put an alternative plan forward.  Thanks to the efforts of Cllr Chris Brian and 

residents, the management of the chapel and school rooms has been taken on by them for 12 months 

to endeavour to make more local use of it and see if it can be a viable village building.   

Just for information there is a programme called “Operation London Bridge” which the PC adopted.  

This is outlining the protocol in the period following death of the Queen.  Clearly, we don’t know 

when this will occur, but the Parish will adhere to the national protocol.  Details of which can be 

found on the PC website.   


