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The Council employs one part time member of staff: 

Mrs. Helen Dunn - Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 
 

 

Welcome to the Annual report of Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council where you will find details of your 
Councillors, how the Council spent its money and how this expenditure is funded, and the activities of the Council over 
the past year of 2017/2018 

The Council meets on the 
second Thursday of every 
month for Full Council 
Meetings, then on the 
fourth Thursday of every 
month for planning where 
there is sufficient business. 
The public are welcome to 
attend these meetings and 
speak during a 10 minute 
allocated slot for a public 
forum. 
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Projects undertaken this year: 
1. ANPR camera installed 
2. New climbing frame installed 
3. Assisted the Village shop with the Wi-Fi 

 

What the council intends to do next year: 
1. Continue looking at speed cameras for the parish 
2. Continue with annual events: Hold a Summer party in 

the playing field – June, Santa’s grotto 
3. Looking into the future of Ruscombe Chapel 
4. Purchasing a defibrillator 
5. Storage solutions for parish equipment 

Donations were made to: 
1. Stroud CAB 
2. Ruscombe and Whiteshill Village shop 
3. Whiteshill Village Hall 
4. Whiteshill PCC 

 

Finance 
The precept for 2017/2018 was £27,500 
Other income: Playing field hiring income £450; 
Allotment rent £105; WaRbler adverts £400; 
Village events £634.30; Grant for climbing 
frame £10,000; GCC grant for ANPR camera 
£7,500 
 

Chairman’s Report – Cllr Rebecca Charley 

There have been ongoing discussions about the installation of a defibrillator for the Parish.  This was 

strongly supported and as a result a Just Giving page was set up to help raise money to buy the unit. We are 

well on our way to reaching the amount so we expect the defibrillator to be in place later this year. In 

addition to this CPR training was offered and taken up by a number of parishioners, if there are more people 

in the parish who would be interested in doing training the council can support this. 

The playing field has continued to have considerable usage this year, and despite the rain has normally been 

available. The pitch is inspected the day before and if necessary the morning of a match and if deemed unfit 

to use the match is called off.   

The main climbing frame has now been replaced as the previous item of equipment had got to the stage of 

requiring considerable repair. We hope everyone will enjoy this one as much as the old one.   

Users of the playing field may have noticed there is now Wifi available from the village shop.  We hope that 

this is a benefit that everyone appreciates. 

Still on the playing field, storage of equipment remains a question. Currently the PC has equipment stored 

in a variety of locations from under the shop to various people’s houses, so we are considering buying a 

container of some sort to have on the playing field to be used for this purpose. Good storage would aid the 

overall management of the field and help the PC in keeping everything in one location. 

There have again been successful events organised by Parish Cllrs, Liane and Karon, with Santa’s Grotto in 

December and the Party on the Playing Field coming up on June 23rd.  It was very successful last year and I 

am sure will be again, so do please come along for a relaxing and informal day in a lovely location. 

The PC put in an expression of interest to Stroud District Council relating to the sale of Ruscombe Chapel. 

This is an ongoing project with a business case being developed to ascertain how it could be taken on as a 

Parish Asset and run locally.  We don’t yet know if this is going to be successful but all efforts are being 

made to ensure we have the best opportunity to bid for the building.  The business plans being investigated 

include all possible uses from a community space to affordable housing. 

Traffic calming progress and a new camera will have been noted in the village.  This has been successful in 

reducing the overall speeds of drivers coming through the village and Cllr Graham Birt is continuing to 

liaise with the local police with regards to speed management. 

The new GDPR is coming into force on May 25th. This has involved a lot of work by the Clerk and will 

result in changes in how we correspond and collect information from you. Any questions please ask. 

The Parish Council make donations to support village projects each year.  To get a grant from the PC 

applicants have to submit the details of what the money is wanted for and the council consider each 

application.  We do have criteria against which we assess and this year we gave the following:  Village hall 

£1000, Shop £500, Stroud CAB £200 and Whiteshill PCC £285 

Lastly those of you passing through Ruscombe may have noticed the telephone box looking rather more 

presentable.  It was cleaned and repainted by one of our councillors, so thank you Iain for that. 

 
 


