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Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council Annual Report 2020 / 2021

Welcome to the annual report of Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council where you will
find details of your Councillors, how the council spent its money and how this expenditure
is funded, along with the activities of the council over the past year. Due to the current
circumstances of lockdown from Covid-19, the parish meeting this year will take place

virtually via Zoom.

The Parish Council meets on the second Thursday of every month for a full council meeting

in the village hall. Then on the fourth Thursday of every month for planning meetings

when there is sufficient business. The public are welcome to attend these meetings and
speak in an allotted 10 minutes for a public forum

Your Councillors:

Cllr Rebecca Charley (Chairman)

cllr.rebecca.charley@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

01453 766191

Cltr Chris Brian (Vice Chair)

cllrchrisbrian@aol.com

07989 419848

Cllr Karon Vizor-Beard

cllr.karon.vizorbeard@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

07702 529527

Cllr lan Nie

cllr.ian.nie@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

01453 767629

Cllr lain Roberts

cllr.iain.roberts@whiteshillandrusombe-pc.gov.uk

01453 759808

Cllr Bob Kelly

cllr.bob.kelly@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

01453 752300

Cllr Barry Chapman

Cllr.barry.chapman@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

07803 461483

Cllr Peter Hood

cllr.peter.hood.wrpc@gmail.com

07985 905662

Cllr Steve Tomkins

cllr.steve.tomkins@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

01453 753486

Projects undertaken and what is coming up:

Covid pandemic: The lock down has been long and hard for many, but it also bought about
amazing community support with a street rep scheme set up, people clapping for the NHS,
art projects, and VE social distanced street parties still went ahead with some glorious

weather.



mailto:clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
http://www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:cllr.rebecca.charley@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
mailto:cllrchrisbrian@aol.com
mailto:cllr.karon.vizorbeard@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.ian.nie@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.iain.roberts@whiteshillandrusombe-pc.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.bob.kelly@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.barry.chapman@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.peter.hood.wrpc@gmail.com
mailto:cllr.steve.tomkins@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Boules pitch: The Parish Council obtained a grant from the National Lottery Awards for All
scheme to cover the entire costs of having the boules pitch resurfaced professionally. This
has now been completed and games have been had.

Storage container: This is now in place and Cllrs are sorting out all the equipment we own
to enable improved and safer storage using the container.

Bus shelter: There was much positive use of the bus shelters as a share point for
everything from food and plants, to toys, books and other equipment, throughout the
Covid pandemic. The shelter at the top of Victory Road is now having a make-over to
smarten it up and then to carry on being used for this valued project. The bus shelter was
shut down for a short time due to vandalism, however with a number of volunteers coming
on board wanting it reinstated, this will be re-started once the makeover has happened.

The WaRbler Once again thanks goes to Dilys Warren on all the work she does on this on a
voluntary basis.

Events: Unfortunately the Covid pandemic has stopped all community events this last
year. The Parish Council look forward to when we can safely start these again.

Phone box on Main Road: The phone box on Main Road has been adopted with the aim to
turn this into a mini community library. The same group of volunteers who are helping
with the bus shelter is working to develop this facility.

New planters: The new ones have been put in position and we have lovely volunteers who
maintain these and keep them looking fabulous - thank you. The planter at the top of the
village has herbs which can be used by residents should they wish.

New projects: The Parish Council are now looking for ideas as to what you may wish to see
them undertake next, some ideas are: a large wooden animal trail in the play area and
around the field; information boards to inform of the wildlife / flora and fauna; verge
management; road safety and speeds; event ideas.

Finance of the Parish Council: The finances and information on the precept can be found
on the parish council website at Accounts | Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council
(whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk) . For hard copies please request from the Clerk.

Chairman’s report

This year was not the one we planned for, but | have seen this community work together
to help look after each other and set up innovative schemes to enable food and equipment
to be shared amongst the parishioners in a very effective and appreciated manner.

The Parish Council moved to having meetings via zoom, and these have proved to be
reasonably effective. | thank all the councillors and parishioners who have attended the
meetings via zoom for their patience and also consideration in getting to know the new
processes.

As mentioned above there have been a number of projects that still went ahead and are
now complete. The boules pitch was revamped and completely resurfaced, and the
wooden sleepers replaced around the edge. | believe some matches have already been
played. There is a board with the rules of the game by the pitch so if you haven’t yet
played do have a go. There are sets of boules balls in the shop that can be borrowed.
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The container finally arrived and is in place. This will enable equipment, such as the
marquees used for the party in the park, to be stored and accessed easily. Much of the PC
equipment has previously been located in various houses and buildings so this will provide
a single site for ease of management.

Both planters in the village have been replaced and replanted. One with flowers and one
with a selection of herbs. These do add to the visual aspects of the village as people pass
through.

The bike ramps, at the bottom of the playing field, have been remodelled and are very
much in use. There are obvious occasional clashes with the numbers of people on the
playing field, but on the whole the playing field runs without too much policing being
necessary. We all have to take account of other users on the field and recognise that
different areas of the field offer different facilities for different age groups. Generally,
this is working well, and | think we should be proud of the facility we have in our parish
and the fact that on the whole it is self-policed and we don’t need lots of signs and
regulations. Having said that we have put signs up relating to the bike ramps, largely for
safety but also to raise awareness of consideration towards others on the playing field.
Long may these facilities be enjoyed.

We actually will be having an election this year in a couple of weeks’ time for the parish
council, so please do come out and cast your vote. It is great that we have enough
interest in people being a parish councillor to generate an election.

We are all now looking forward to a bit more freedom and keeping fingers crossed that
this coming year is rather more normal that the last.



